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Chariho High School Writing Rubric 

NAME:          ASSIGNMENT: 
CRITERIA UNACCEPTABLE NEEDS IMPROVEMENT MEETS STANDARD EXCEEDS STANDARD 

Format 
                          

� Few or no guidelines followed                 
0-1-2-3-4 

� Most guidelines followed 
                                         5-6-7-8 

� Follows established guidelines                 
9-10-11 

� Professional appearance 
                                        12-12.5  

Thesis 
Statement 
 

� No thesis  
 
                                      0-1-2-3-4 

� No clear argument 
 
                                         5-6-7-8 

� Clearly presents argument 
 
                                         9-10-11 

� Thesis is insightful, 
thoughtful, and challenging              
12-12.5 

Introductory 
Paragraph 

� Paragraph not present 
� Lacks clarity 
 
 
                                      0-1-2-3-4 

� Does not engage reader 
� Vague framework 
� Lacks definition(s) 
 
                                         5-6-7-8 

� Engages reader 
� Provides a framework for 

paper 
� Identifies relevant ideas, 

terms, and names    9-10-11 

� Strong opening impact 
� Strong transition to body 

paragraphs 
 
                                         12-12.5 

Organization 
 

� Confusing 
� Organization inhibits thesis 
                                       
                                      0-1-2-3-4 

� Paragraphs lack cohesion 
� Ineffective use of transitions                
                                         5-6-7-8 

� Paragraphs are logically 
ordered 

� Effective use of transitions 
                                         9-10-11  

� Strong and varied use of 
transitions 

� Adds to strength of thesis 
                                         12-12.5 

Use of Evidence � Lack of evidence and support 
for thesis 

 
                                      
                                      0-1-2-3-4 

� Some  paragraphs stray from 
thesis 

� Does not relate to thesis 
� Inappropriate use of sources                    

5-6-7-8 

� Paragraphs support thesis 
� Effectively explains 

relationship to thesis  
� Appropriate use of  
      source(s)                   9-10-11 

� Ample evidence from varied 
sources 

� Authoritative use of evidence  
                                        12-12.5 

Grammar / 
Mechanics 

� Errors in grammar, spelling, 
and punctuation inhibit 
understanding  

 
 
 
                                      0-1-2-3-4 

� Errors in grammar, spelling, 
and /or punctuation 

� Weak word choice 
� Organizational errors 
� Lacks evidence of proof 

reading                     5-6-7-8 

� Appropriate use of grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation 

� Effective word choice 
� Well organized paragraphs 
� Evidence of proof reading 
                                         9-10-11 

� Flawless use of grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation 

� Sophisticated word choice 
� Varied sentence types 
 
 
                                         12-12.5 

Revision  
 

� No evidence of revision 
� N/A for first draft 
                                       
                                      0-1-2-3-4 

� Addressed some areas 
� Improvement in few areas 
                                          
                                        5-6-7-8 

� Addressed needs for all noted 
areas 

� Some improved areas 
                                         9-10-11 

� Improvement in all areas 
 
 
                                         12-12.5 

Conclusion � Conclusion missing 
                                       
                                      0-1-2-3-4 

� Does not support thesis 
                                          
                                        5-6-7-8 

� Effectively reinforces thesis 
                                          
                                         9-10-11 

� New ideas bring fresh 
perspective(s) to thesis 

                                         12-12.5 
  0-32 Unacceptable 
33-64 Needs Improvement 

 COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                             SCORE:                                                              

65-88 Meets Standard 
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HANDWRITING RUBRIC 
 
 

 LEGIBILITY/ 
NEATNESS 

LETTER FORMATION 
SHAPE/SLANT/SIZE 

SPACING PLACEMENT  
ON THE LINE 

USE OF CAPITAL  
AND LOWER CASE 

4 
EXCEEDS 

THE 
STANDARD 

Easy to read 
No cross outs and 
distracting erasures 

No retracings 
Very Neat 

All letters formed correctly 
with no reversals 

Uniform slant throughout 
Letters uniform in size 

Correct 
spacing 
used all the 
time 

All letters perfectly 
placed on the line 

Correct use of capital and 
lower case letters all the 
time 

3 
MEETS THE 
STANDARD 

Easy to read 
Very few cross outs 
and distracting 
erasures 

No retracings 
Neat 

All letters formed correctly 
with no reversals 

Near uniform slant 
throughout 

Letters uniform in size 

Correct 
spacing 
used nearly 
all the time 

Letters placed on 
the line  

Correct use of capital and 
lower case letters nearly 
all the time 

2 
NEARLY 

MEETS THE 
STANDARD 

Some difficulty  in 
reading 

Some cross outs and 
distracting erasures  

Some retracings 
Somewhat neat 

Most letters formed correctly 
with no reversals 

Uniform slant throughout 
most of the time 

Letters uniform in size most 
of the time 

Correct 
spacing 
used some 
of the time 

Some letters not on 
the line: either above 
or below it 

Correct use of capital and 
lower case letters most of 
the time 

1 
BELOW THE 
STANDARD 

Hard to read 
Many cross outs and 
distracting erasures 

Retracings 
Messy 

Some letters formed 
correctly with some 
reversals 

No uniform slant throughout 
Letters not uniform in size 

Correct 
spacing not 
used  

Most letters are not 
on the line:  either 
above or below it 

Correct use of capital and 
lower case letters some of 
the time 
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Student: Date:  

HANDWRITING 
EVALUATION 
 
*Check if satisfactory 

 
 
 
Student 
Evaluation 

 
 
 
Teacher 
Evaluation 

 

Legibility/Neatness 
 

  

 

Letter Formation 
 

  

 

Spacing 
 

  

 

Letter Size 
 

  

 

Placement on Line 
 

  

 

Correct Use of  
Capital and Lower 
Case Letters 
 

  

 
Name_________________________   Date_________ 

 
HANDWRITING CHECKLIST 

 
____Is my writing legible?  Can others read it? 
 
____Is my work neat? 
 
____Did I form my letters correctly? 
 
____Are my letters slanting in the same direction? 
 
____Do my letters sit on the line? 
 
____Are my lower and upper case letters  
        appropriate in size? 
 
____Did I leave enough space between letters 
        and words? 
 
____Did I use upper and lower case letters at the 
        right time? 
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