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Chariho High School Writing Rubric 
NAME:          ASSIGNMENT: 

CRITERIA UNACCEPTABLE NEEDS IMPROVEMENT MEETS STANDARD EXCEEDS STANDARD 
Format 
                          

� Few or no guidelines followed                 
0-1-2-3-4 

� Most guidelines followed 
                                         5-6-7-8 

� Follows established guidelines                 
9-10-11 

� Professional appearance 
                                        12-12.5  

Thesis Statement 
 

� No thesis  
 
                                      0-1-2-3-4 

� No clear argument 
 
                                         5-6-7-8 

� Clearly presents argument 
 
                                         9-10-11 

� Thesis is insightful, thoughtful, 
and challenging              12-12.5 

Introductory 
Paragraph 

� Paragraph not present 
� Lacks clarity 
 
 
                                      0-1-2-3-4 

� Does not engage reader 
� Vague framework 
� Lacks definition(s) 
 
                                         5-6-7-8 

� Engages reader 
� Provides a framework for paper 
� Identifies relevant ideas, terms, 

and names    9-10-11 

� Strong opening impact 
� Strong transition to body 

paragraphs 
 
                                         12-12.5 

Organization 
 

� Confusing 
� Organization inhibits thesis 
                                       
                                      0-1-2-3-4 

� Paragraphs lack cohesion 
� Ineffective use of transitions                
                                         5-6-7-8 

� Paragraphs are logically ordered 
� Effective use of transitions 
                                         9-10-11  

� Strong and varied use of 
transitions 

� Adds to strength of thesis 
                                         12-12.5 

Use of Evidence � Lack of evidence and support for 
thesis 

 
                                      
                                      0-1-2-3-4 

� Some  paragraphs stray from 
thesis 

� Does not relate to thesis 
� Inappropriate use of sources                    

5-6-7-8 

� Paragraphs support thesis 
� Effectively explains relationship 

to thesis  
� Appropriate use of  

source(s)                   9-10-11 

� Ample evidence from varied 
sources 

� Authoritative use of evidence  
                                        12-12.5 

Grammar / 
Mechanics 

� Errors in grammar, spelling, and 
punctuation inhibit understanding  

 
 
 
                                      0-1-2-3-4 

� Errors in grammar, spelling, 
and /or punctuation 

� Weak word choice 
� Organizational errors 
� Lacks evidence of proof reading                     

5-6-7-8 

� Appropriate use of grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation 

� Effective word choice 
� Well organized paragraphs 
� Evidence of proof reading 
                                         9-10-11 

� Flawless use of grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation 

� Sophisticated word choice 
� Varied sentence types 
 
 
                                         12-12.5 

Revision  
 

� No evidence of revision 
� N/A for first draft 
                                       
                                      0-1-2-3-4 

� Addressed some areas 
� Improvement in few areas 
                                          
                                        5-6-7-8 

� Addressed needs for all noted 
areas 

� Some improved areas 
                                         9-10-11 

� Improvement in all areas 
 
 
                                         12-12.5 

Conclusion � Conclusion missing 
                                       
                                      0-1-2-3-4 

� Does not support thesis 
                                          
                                        5-6-7-8 

� Effectively reinforces thesis 
                                          
                                         9-10-11 

� New ideas bring fresh 
perspective(s) to thesis 

                                         12-12.5 
  0-32 Unacceptable 

33-64 Needs 
Improvement 

65-88 Meets Standard 

 COMMENTS:                                                                                                                                             SCORE:                                                              

89-100 Exceeds Standard 
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